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Even though proponents say that licensing pays off, local shelters don’t
always return dogs to their owners — one of the key benefits of buying a
license, Bryant said. “Dogs fall through the cracks. People aren’t calling the
owner. People aren’t reading collars or scanning microchips correctly,” she
said. “There’s difficulty just getting people to answer the phone. Licensing
your dog doesn’t get you much.”

Lt. Carlos Pineda, who oversees enforcement for L.A. County Animal Care
and Control, said that his department puts great effort into reuniting owners
with their pets. Officers consult national microchip registries when local
records prove inadequate. “You know, we are pet owners t0o,” he said.
“We know how frustrating it is when the dogs get out and don’t come
home.”

Still, Bryant thinks that until more owners feel licensing gives them tangible
benefits, they will continue to evade the law.

Income Disparities

Dog licenses cost around $20 for spayed or neutered animals, and
significantly more for unaltered ones.

The fees can be a burden to low-income income pet owners, Weinstein
said.

Animal control departments are aware of this. Many offer low-cost
vaccination clinics, and L.A. County tries to connect residents with low-cost
providers of spaying and neutering, which Pineda said is usually a greater
source of financial stress than the license fee itself.

Penalties for non-compliance can also add up, so the city of Los Angeles is
considering implementing a new policy that will allow people who haven’t
licensed their dogs to simply comply with the law rather than pay fines,
Barnette said.

Weinstein suspects that licensing rates increase as income does.
In general, our data appears to support this. But there are exceptions.

The AVMA formula suggests that Beverly Hills and Compton have similar
licensing rates — around 45%. (The city of Los Angeles licenses Beverly
Hills’s dogs, while animals in Compton are licensed by the county.)

Some low-income cities appear to have high licensing rates. Based on the
formula’s estimates, Huntington Park, which licenses its own dogs and has
a median income of $36,620, is eighty-five percent successful.

These calculations are inexact — individual L.A. County regions may have
different pet ownership rates than the AVMA's national average.

And Pineda said that licensing compliance across income does not vary
much in the areas L.A. County officers canvass, because they knock on
every door.

Effective Licensing




Far away from the hills of Los Angeles, Tara Lowes, an animal services
manager in Calgary, Canada, said that her department’s emphasis on
successfully returning lost dogs to their owners, as well as its efficient
online sign-up and payment system, helps it effectively enforce licensing
laws.

Calgary’s census tracks both dogs and people. Lowes’ most recent data
shows that 102,000 dogs are licensed out of 122,000 living in the city.

Lowes said that licensing rates have been increasing, and generating
substantial benefits. Eighty-six percent of lost dogs, if registered, are
reunited with their humans.

“When there is a license on an animal, people take care of their animal,”
she said. “They’re more careful about what their animal is doing. People
make sure their animals don’t bite.”

Lowes’ agency uses social media and community newsletters to advertise
licensing, and they supplement those efforts by visiting dog parks and
checking each dog there for an up-to-date tag.

Barnette said that the city of Los Angeles has recently renewed their
canvassing efforts in South L.A., where licensing rates appear to be low.

It is too soon to tell if the recent push has been successful, Barnette said,
but she feels optimistic about the work they have done so far.

Spcal A president Madeline Bernstein said that enforcement will be the key
factor in raising licensing rates.

“People won’t do what they don’t want to do unless they have to do it.
They’ll ride it out until they get caught, but the odds are they never will,”
she said.

“In my entire life, I've never encountered an officer who asked me about
my dog license.”

This project was informed in part from sources in the Public Insight
Networke To find out more visil: www.kerw.com/insight.
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